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Digital 
skills: a
priority



Walk in the 
right direction



What does brilliant content look  like?



How do you build it?



How to know when you’ve  done it?



What do
parents  want?



“Don’t waste my children’s time”

“Content must offer benefits”  

“Keep my children safe”

Parents say…



Opportunity?



Threat?



What Do Children Want?



“Imagination is  
more important  
than  knowledge”



Opportunity

• Feelsmart

• Becurious

• Engage in imagination

• To havefun

• Feel older than theyare!

• Are the characters ‘likeme’?



Threat

Are you boringme?
Is this ‘beneath  me’?
Is it ‘beyondme’?
Are you trying to  ‘teach’
me?
Not ‘cool’



Tick Chart
• Empower: Is it likely to make the child to feel confident  and as independent as

possible?

• Engage: Will it cause the child to be motivated and  inspired and feel like fun?

• Stimulate: Might it encourage the child to feel curious or  to learn something 
exciting/stretch or stimulate  imagination?

• Safe: Will it provide the child with the space to explore  the digital experience at 
no risk?

• Life skills: Will it encourage a positive sense of self and  family, community and
culture?



…Research

There are no short 
cuts…it has to be done!



Their responsescount…







Signs of Engagement and  
Disengagement





Criteria for creative potential:
1. Involve children and make it aplace  ‘where anything 

canhappen’

2. Content must be allowed to‘Breathe’

3. Provide subtle ‘reflectionpoints’

4. Pose genuine questions overtly or  implicitly

5. Ensure that ‘answers’ are notdrilled-allow  space for brain to 

react and produce own  answers



6. Use “Tools/devices” to anchornarrative

7. Ensure it is a good developmental‘fit’

8. Then, content can ‘shock the brain’ –be  

unexpected

9. Punctuate narrative with twists

10. Bebold - vibrantly havesomething tosay



Will it prepare them  for their future 
not  our past?







Go… make great  content for children
– they deserveit!



Thank You.

Dr Jacqueline Harding-
Vallance MA Cert Ed SFHEA


